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Avishayes Primary School

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy
The aims, objectives and practice of this policy comply with the statutory requirement laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 0-25 (1st September 2014) 3.65 and has been written with reference to the following guidance and documents: 

Equality Act 2010: advice for schools DfE Feb 2013 
SEND Code of Practice 2014 
Schools SEN Information Report Regulations 2014 
Statutory Guidance on Supporting Pupils at school with medical conditions April 2014 
The National Curriculum in England 2014 
Safeguarding Policy
Accessibility Plan 
Teachers Standards 2012
At Avishayes School, we believe that our teachers are all teachers of children with special educational needs. They are accountable for all children’s progress and attainment including those who have SEND.
Objectives
Avishayes Primary School aims to provide a school where all pupils are accepted equally, encouraged, respected and valued regardless of their ability and/or behaviour. We strive to provide children with the best possible outcomes in preparation for life-long learning. Providing a stimulating, inclusive, caring and stable educational environment, enabling pupils to fulfil their potential, whether in the areas of cognition and learning, communication and social and emotional or relating to physical issues, ensuring sensitive and considerate behaviour towards all members of the school’s community. We endeavour to raise aspirations and expectations of all pupils, including those with SEND by working collaboratively with parents, carers and listening to the voice of the pupil.
Aims

· To ensure that quality first teaching is in place to meet the needs of all pupils including those with SEND. 

· To develop and maintain a whole school approach to fully include all pupils into school life. 
· To work closely with pupils, parents and other agencies to ensure that appropriate provision is made for pupils who have SEND.

· To identify needs early with the support from the Early Years SENDCO.
· To identify pupils needs and then provide effective support at the earliest opportunity. To monitor progress of pupils with SEND closely to ensure the provision is appropriate for the pupils needs. 
· To put into place efficient transition processes across the school.
Definition of SEND 
A child has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A child has a learning difficulty if he or she:
a) Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; 

Or

b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of the facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.   
SEND Code of Practice (2014, p4)

A child must not be considered as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of the home is different from the language in which they will be taught.
Definition of disability

Many children and young people who have SEND may also have a disability under the Equality Act 2010- that is “a physical or mental impairment which has a long term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities”. This definition provides a relatively low threshold and includes more children than many realise: ‘long term’ is defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’ SEND Code of Practice (2014, p5)
Identification and assessment of pupils with SEN
At Avishayes Primary School we monitor and assess the progress of all pupils three times a year to review their academic progress. Where progress is not enough, even if a special educational need has not been identified, we put in place extra support to enable a pupil to catch up and this is recorded on the termly class action plan. Some pupils may still not make adequate progress, despite quality first teaching and interventions targeted at their areas of weakness. For these pupils, after consultation with parents, teachers will complete a SEND Cause for Concern Form that is passed to the SENDCO. 
There is a range of SEND needs that fall under 4 areas of need. Cognition and Learning, Communication and Interaction, Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) and Sensory/ Physical. At Avishayes we use checklists and screener tools to help identify pupils needs. A further range of assessment tools will then be used to determine the cause of the learning difficulty, leading to more specific Wave 2 interventions (see Provision Map 2021). At this point it may be identified that the pupil has a special educational need (SEN) because the school is providing additional to and different from provision to what is normally available. The pupil will be added to the SEND register after consulting with parents.  All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil are aware of the support to be provided and the teaching approaches to be used.  It may be necessary for some pupils to access external advisors to help identify their need further. This requires parental consent.  It may also be necessary to refer a pupil to a doctor or other medical professional to identify some needs and barriers to learning and will be discussed with parents. 
Frequent needs that are asked about in school
Dyslexia

Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that primarily affects the skills involved in accurate and fluent word reading and spelling. The term ‘dyslexia’ is a term often used widely when a child has a specific literacy learning difficulty. 
Characteristics are difficulties in phonological awareness, verbal memory and verbal processing 
It is best thought of as a continuum, not a distinct category, and there are no clear cut-off points 
A good indication of the severity and persistence of dyslexic difficulties can be gained by examining how the individual responds or has responded to a well-founded intervention. 
The decision that a child/young person has dyslexia is essentially a professional judgement based on this working definition. A child is placed on the SEND register if they have significant specific literacy learning difficulty that requires additional to and different from provision that is normally available through the Universal offer.  
Dyscalculia

Dyscalculia is a specific and persistent difficulty in understanding numbers. It is a term used for a specific maths learning difficulty. It can lead to a diverse range of difficulties with different areas of mathematics. A pupil with this area of need may have a difficulty with number sense, subitising, symbolising and ordering. It can occur on its own or co-occur with other learning difficulties.

The decision a child has dyscalculia is difficult to identify in a single diagnostic test. Diagnostic assessment will require a range of measures to identify the problems for the learner. 

A child is placed on the SEND register if they have significant specific maths learning difficulty that requires additional to and different from provision that is normally available through the Universal offer.  
Autism 
Autism, or autism spectrum disorder (ASD), refers to a broad range of conditions characterised by challenges with social skills, repetitive behaviours, speech and non-verbal communication. Because autism is a spectrum disorder, each person with autism has a distinct set of strengths and challenges. We work with parents to help them identify strengths and challenges to put in place the best provision for their child. The decision a child has Autism is made by a medical professional. At Avishayes we will help parents with a referral on the Autism Pathways within Somerset to support with a diagnosis. A child is placed on the SEND register if they have Autism if their needs require additional to and different from provision that is normally available through the Universal offer.  
ADHD
ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) is a condition where a person has lots of energy and has difficulty concentrating.  They may also find it hard to control what they say and do, sometimes doing things on impulse. We work with parents to help them identify the areas of need for their child to support them in school and at home. The decision a child has ADHD is made by a medical professional. At Avishayes we will help parents with a referral on the ADHD pathways within Somerset to support with a diagnosis. A child is placed on the SEND register if they have Autism if their needs require additional to and different from provision that is normally available through the Universal offer.  
At Avishayes Primary School we refer to the Somerset’s Local Offer (https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/ ) and identify SEND pupils who may be entitled to have an Educational Health and Care Needs Assessment leading to an EHC plan. When an EHC plan is in place for a SEND pupil we adhere to the outcomes set out in the plan and ensure that we meet the pupil’s needs in line with our policy.  Working alongside parents and other professionals. 
Provision 
Special Educational Provision means provision which is additional to, or otherwise different from, the educational provision made generally for children of their age. At Avishayes Primary School we use the Somerset Graduated Response Tool to identify the provision a pupil receives. 
We strive to enable all pupils with SEND to receive a broad and balanced relevant curriculum, with appropriate differentiation to ensure quality of access. Pupils with SEND should be as fully integrated as possible into the life of the school. The provision a pupil receives, is implemented within the classroom most of the time through Quality First Teaching and Universal Provision.   When provision requires work outside the classroom, in small groups or individual work for short periods of time, a careful plan is considered to ensure they are engaging with other curricular activities.
Working in Partnership
The relationships between child, home and school are valued and appreciated.  It is recognised that such links may have a significant beneficial effect on a child’s progress.

The school will work closely with other professionals to develop best practice in SEND.  Such links may include:

· Somerset Learning Support Services (LSS)

· Educational Psychologists (EP)

· Integrated Therapy Services - Occupational Therapy (OT), Speech and Language therapy (SALT)
·  Child Adolescent and Mental Health Service (CAMHs)  
· Mental Health Support team for school (MHST)
· Medical Services

· Parent and Family Support advisors (PFSA)
· Children’s Social Care               
The school aims to ensure that good liaison is fostered with the Early Years Centre providers, in the light of the DFE guidance for the Foundation Stage and with secondary schools before entry and at transfer.
Monitoring
At Avishayes Primary School the progress of pupils with SEND is monitored termly in line with class assessments. The SENDCO carries out regular monitoring activities to support teachers and teaching assistants to assess the strengths and areas of development within the identification and provision for pupils with SEND. The SEND Governor completes monitoring activities alongside the SENDCO to support school improvement. 
Information about the training of staff, in relation to pupils with special educational needs
Training needs for all school staff are identified using yearly audits of staff expertise and training needs. Some pupils who start the school may have specific needs that are not familiar to staff, staff training is then organised to ensure awareness and skills can be developed. 

The SENDCO has regular training on updates in SEND issues/developments, both nationally and locally. All staff across the school are encouraged to undertake training and development for whole school awareness of needs.  
All teachers and support staff undertake induction on taking up a post and this includes a meeting with the SENDCO to explain the systems and structures in place around the school’s SEND provision and practice and to discuss the needs of individual pupils. 

Resources for supporting SEND

The school is responsible to provide adequate resources through the budget assigned to SEND and this is monitored closely by the Headteacher and SENDCO. Resources are purchased when they are required. For pupils eligible for funding through an EHC Plan resources spending is tracked and monitored through the SENDCO and reviewed annually through the review process. 

Roles and responsibilities
The SEND Governor will offer support and challenge to the school SENCO and Early Years SENDCO. They will meet at least three times a year to discuss strategic changes and developments using the school development plan as necessary. The SEND Governor will then report back to the Full Governing Body regularly.
All teachers and teaching assistants are responsible for teaching pupils with SEND. Their role is to ensure that under the guidance of the SENDCO they are providing rich and varied learning opportunities for the children in their care and are giving appropriate feedback on progress and future needs.

Storing and Managing Information

All documentation linked to children on the SEND register is securely stored with access only to the class teacher, class teaching assistant, school SENDCO, SENDCO administrator and Headteacher. It is necessary to share some reports with other members of staff who are working with the pupils. Documents are handed to new settings during transition.
Conclusion

· This school policy reflects the consensus of opinion of the whole teaching staff, and has the full agreement of the governing body and school staff.

· Every teacher is a teacher of special needs.  The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the staff.
· The school’s SEN Information Report is an appendix to this policy and outlines the school’s practice in great depth.

· The school’s provision map is an appendix to the policy and outlines the school’s provision in greater depth. 
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